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EXCERPTS FROM THE BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE DOCUMENTS

PUBLISHED IN "DOCUMENTS ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY - 1919-1959'i

(London: His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1951) 	 •

Excerpt from Minutes by Sir 0. Sargent
of March 16, 1939 (page 284h

“The Roumanian Minister came to see me this afternoon
to speak about the new situation created in Central Europe by
the " disappearance of C z echo 41ovakia . His Government, from
secret and other sources, had good reason to believe that
within the next few months the German Government would reduce
Hungary to vassalage and then proceed to disintegrate Rumania .

" in'the same way as they bad di sintegrated‘'CnechOSlovakia,	 '
- with the ultimate object of establishing a German protectorate

over the .whole country 	 tr

ExcerPt-flOm;:dispatCh of.;;Mat .ch:: 17 3.:9y9, • •nTrd: Halifax 4FOreign..SeCretaryi
to Sir Reginald ,.Hoare	 Minister.„,

‘.B1.ibhareat).•::(page.`:.300r367)::

"The Roumanian Minister asked to see me urgenti'
this afternoon and began by, repeating to me what ho had

"He reinforced this genea a ppreciation by saying
that ,d,Uring -..the: last few days the Roxeanian Government had
received a request:. from the German Gove±hrnent to grant them

.	 5Sion'OPO:lt :Of .:,NOulaanian",; ..,eXpOrt*,'„.':and::'-t .:*144„ :;:6 .6i:thin 00"onies:

intrects. If the	 were
•	 "This. seemed: to the Rou,flanian Government .sbmetli

very much
.	 •
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.Excerpt ..froni,dispatch ::of March 18;1939,
/from Sir 'Ralbaretcf:..,Lard'..:Halif'SX,

( *Pig-6 369/3701'	 ' ,. 7	 ' ':',". ' ' :	 'a •	 :

.	 "It appeared '.tOtalser,..,So...,3.4. erly: improbable that ';thti..'..' '‘
. .

	

	 -...-z. Minister;f6r, Foreign :,..4.,.f.f4#* :todfai,,ridt::tLate:.iiiriii=mitd,s',ile'fihii:
.alf,Iiaiaediate ..threateniiiie .S.%nati,"60.."-had'!ida*elOPK4,a_i6,,.:4tiv::-..,

	

had ,.:Iiifei l ' deek04.eieTd....''.. 4.§.....!:t04 1'.`	 "0:t,',".. heaa. ,:.‘.beinginundatedeV
.: 1:".CalIad,:!'?o,?...i. hiM4s'-.:06r1V4 3.1',. Ycrelligr',iiifis' kcie:NdrdalikrakallikdO

h
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with .enquiriet regarding report of German ultimatum which had
appeared in 'The Times' and 'Daily Telegraph' - today. There
was not a word of truth in it. •

"Idasked how negotations with Dr. Wohltat were progres-
sing and t6la.4imAhe gist of what the Roumanian Minister had
said to Your Lordship. yesterday. Minister for Foreign Affairs
expressed bewildetMent and maintained under close croes-examina-
tion that economic negotiations with the Germane were proceeding
en,cemp1etely - norm0.1- lines as between equals. He assured me
most positively that there had been no attempt hitherto .to,.
introduce' politics into . the discussions and that the tone. g.
the German . negotiatiOns Was more conciliatory since the Czech
coup than before. Minister for Foreign Affairswas in feet
absolutely positive that for the moment there was no:threat
to Roumania l e.political or economic Independence.

"Minister. for Foreign' Affairsis distressed that the
Roumanian Minister should in an excess of zeal have misrepre-
sented the situation and Will'endeavour to ensure that this
-Shall not recur....."	 .

- Excerpt from dispatch of March 19. 1939,
from Lord Halifax to Sir R.Hoare (page 389):

"Sir'A,Cadogan cross-questioned M.Tilea last night.
He had . been:instrudted by'RouManian.Minister for,.FOreignAffaii.0
tezilin:.,categOriesidenial-.OfultimatUMr:storYandAnfOrMea,that
negotiatiOnS4ith.GerMt4,GovernMent !:*ere contInuir.g the
cadre:Which-;heJ:neW.Y.

."11e*id. -!heWai;ConVinded-OfJtrilth ,,Uf UltiMatun'TitOry::.
.,WhiChhe.hed,iredeiVeefibi',.ajrivate::iOnicea#'HOUMania

f.'added:!,hC*Ver7that:theOltimatUM:hadAieen 'presented:,aboUt:ted
.dayaYbefereatheOzecheriSia'-and : hadbeen turned-AOWiCthenby
thn.RoumanianGovernment...:_ _

•

carpt,froi'dispatch of Marc:11 . 19,-1939, ,-
- frdicSirILHOarete,Lt&d -galOak (Pa0

"Ministerfor:FOreign . Affairs tells me in.:periOnal-,
confidence that he ,,,han -,given .the:Roumanian Ainister_a-tremen

!dOUS ' heed: Wishing.."	 -	 r	 _

Excerpt from dispatch of March 20 1939,
'from Sir It bare to Lord	 . .tpage 39 . .

.	 felt 'Only way,to„deal with7thetMatter;Wqeto.
-'Ministe0Or:FOre4n.Affairs • ref your instructions	 him

;t84riange,,andiendeathich:VshoUid-iike'lliMtii.Ybe-Clieeient
,/,,Thiati'Jagrend,thei,,Eing.y#W4hOWed.,greatJfriendlinaii4iiieUrn
:'/- me .7'nektilifelY:there-hadY4 l*Meritibe*.qUeation:Of.Uliiikati:MV'
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There was Much in the German proposals that was unpalatable
but no sort of excePtion could be taken to the manner in which
they had been presented and pressed: I was to believe. if war•.
Ultimatum was presented I would be informed at once and Hie
Majesty hoped that his Minister's false alarm would not lead
you to conclusion that conduct of Roumanian policy was not
serioUs. •':i	 •	 ;	 •

“RoUniania would resist German pressure but She could -
not de so indefinitely without sUpport.

ate -inclined to conclUde at Were leaving for
London ROUManiein Mini's-ter received from the ring some sort
of general :instruction to use every effort to convince
Government of the necessities of the	 South-astern
Europe and.:that,he set about his task with impulsive

"
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